
 
 

 

 

 

 

Monthly newsletter of First Congregational UCC |  Grand Junction, CO |   July 2026 

 

Whoever you are, wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here! 

Paul’s Epistle 
 

Dear Friends, 
 
I heard a church member say “its July, not much happens this 
month.”  My comment was “take an early morning walk or hike, if 
you have a bike try the river trail by the Amp. Let me also offer 
some fun for July and opportunities for learning and sharing: 

 On Friday July 10th Father Richard Rohr has a panel on “How Can We Reclaim 
Jesus from Empire?  Join me from 11-12:30 in the Chapel for this Zoom event that 
Friday morning.  It will feature author Brian McLaren with guess teachers Edith 
and Randy Woodley. 

 The book study – Trump era support group continues Sunday July 12 at 11:15- 
noon in the library.  

 On Friday the 24th from 6-9 pm we will have a youth group gathering with movie-
theater-type food and a movie. We did this in Seattle as a Parents-Grandparents 
night out at the same time 6-9pm. 

 On Wednesday July 22nd we will host a Meaningful Movie on the first American 
saint, Mother Frances Cabrini, who Pope Leo last week praised as a model 
Christian for today.  It will begin at 6pm in order to wrap up by 8:30pm. 

 On Sunday July 26th we will have a Hawaiian Shirt Sunday.  It is a celebration of 
summer and a chance to reflect on having good days even when it’s hot. 

 
A bit more on Mother Cabrini.  Pope Leo prayed at Cabrini’s tomb in a church named for 
her in her birthplace in Sant’ Angelo Lodigiano, near Milan.  Mother Cabrini believed in 
following Jesus even when politicians did everything to stop her.  She became the patron 
saint of migrants for her care of immigrants to the United States at the turn of the 20th 
century.  She welcomed the Irish, Italian, Greek and German immigrants who were 
targets of hate campaigns.  But her work was not simply in the U.S.  She started schools, 
hospitals and orphanages across the globe to serve children and families who had 
nothing.  Mother Cabrini became a naturalized U.S. citizen in Pope Leo’s hometown of 
Chicago.  After she died in 1917, she was beatified and then canonized in 1946 as the very 
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first American saint.  Most Protestants do not know of her mission of global compassion.  
You are invited to an evening of inspiration with a Meaningful Movie on July 22nd at 
6pm. 
       

Peace, Shalom, Salaam, 
Rev. Dr. Paul Ashby 

PAUL’S EPISTLE  

WRAPPING UP THE SURVEY CINDY HAAS 

In July, Julie Krueger, Terri Wenzlaff and I will get together to put together a hard copy of 
the results from the survey. We will get that to the congregation after we meet. We have 
already acted on some of the results but still have some next steps we want to pursue.  
 

Also, a personnel committee has been organized to be ready when the staff may change.  
We will be looking at the job descriptions and perhaps change some expectations from 
staff. One of the office angels has been helpful already by jotting down what Beth does 
during her workday. That information will be very helpful when developing a job 
description. 
     

First, however, we will be looking at the Sunday School Teacher job description as we want 
it to be filled by fall. 
 

Thanks for your participation in the survey.  Also, thanks to those who volunteered for the 
new committee.   
 

Have a safe and great time celebrating our nation’s 250th anniversary on July 4th. 

May 17, 2026 
 

The church council of First Congregational Church United Church of Christ met in the chapel for the 
monthly stated meeting on April 19, 2026. Present were Pastor Paul Ashby and council members 
Cindy Haas, Janis Woodley, Julie Krueger, Rachel Seiff, Karen Caton, Kathy Viglianco, Celia 
Elberfeld, Allan Weinand, and Terri Wenzlaff. Absent were: Zoe Brosig, Jean Yale, and Connie Pyle. 
Guests were Michael Petri and Beth Rakestraw.  
 

A quorum was established. The meeting was opened with prayer by Paul at 11:27am. 
 

Review of Agenda 
As the last review of bylaws was in 2022, we will form a committee to examine those, especially as 
regards the required number of members at large.  
  

On motion, the minutes of the April 19, 2026 Council Meeting were approved as distributed. 
 

Ongoing Business 
 

 Minister's May 2026 Report 
o If not out of state, please consider attending the “Jesus was a Migrant” documentary 

next week. We’ve been passing out flyers, and it has been posted on the website.  
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o Jim Lauer’s memorial will be Tuesday, June 9th at 2pm. [Editor’s Note: it was actually 
understood by the family to be June 16 at 2:00 pm.] 

o Over the next budget year, three major budget hurdles are coming: 
✓ Youth Minister role  
✓ Sanctuary Roof. Insurance company is willing to replace half the roof. The insurance 

company inspected a few years ago, saying there was no hail damage. Now they say 
there is old hail damage. 

▪ Figure total is prob $120k, unsure if that includes asbestos remediation. Probably we could get 
20 years out of current roof, new roof would only be 30 years. 

▪ Pilgrim hall (1955 installation) roof is in worse state.  
▪ The roofs on all three buildings are insured together. We have already started the process, and 

have met our deductible. Kelly and Jonathan met with abatement specialists. [Editor’s note: 
the property team is pushing back against the insurance company’s initial assessment and 
the company is revisiting it.] 

✓ Paul’s Sabbatical is due in September 2026, but Paul will be postponing this until 2027. 
o Grandparent Sunday September 13- Caroline Ely was asked if she would speak. 
o Paul performed a hospice visit to Lee Sparks yesterday. 

 

(Clerk’s note- the following points were discussed concurrently, and specific talking points have 
been assigned to the agenda items directly related) 
 

 Finance Team's Response to Council regarding youth spiritual director 
o The Church and council also have to decide which type of church we want to be. (Do we 

follow an Arizona/Florida model or multigenerational model? One requires reaching out to 
seniors moving to area and the other to reach more families, which requires a youth ministry 
role).   

o Other ideas on how to fund this position came from finance, especially regarding how we use 
reserve funds or other stuff. Team could look at other projects that could be reshuffled. In 
the last five years, a lot of maintenance has happened, so we should not have too many 
repairs upcoming.  
  

 Sunday School Teacher Needed NOW 
o Marie is ready to be done! 
o Since no summer plans have been made for summer curriculum, do we hire someone to just 

watch them? Or create a plan for a new teacher to follow? 
o Sawyer would be interested in working more with the kids, planning events etc.  
o Motion to ask Sawyer to increase his responsibility, pay & hours with the children, and recruit 

adult congregants to supervising and helping with youngest ones. This would be for the 
summer months at $16/h and 5-7 hours a week. Starting date would be June 7. Motion passed. 
 

 Discussion of Youth Position 
o We need to define the success benchmarks in this role. 
o There should be one position working with youth AND children, so there’s a connection 

developed over time. The right heart is more important than exact matching theology. Would 
we be open to “Christian-adjacent” or Unitarian candidates?  

o Motion approved to form a taskforce with parents, Paul, and council representative to finalize 
job description for approval by council.   

o Congregational Meeting will be July 19 for discussing youth and children proposal. We will ask 
for congregational support, and ask if anyone is willing to support financially that day. 

o Council had already approved funding a communications coordinator to build community 
outreach. As we haven’t filled that, the youth position could be funded from this instead.  



 
 There was discussion of Pastor Paul’s hours, vacation and sabbatical. 

 

 Personnel Committee for Succession Planning 
o Imminent vacancies across staff coming up in the next few years! With the potential loss of 

knowledge, Beth and others have started getting this down on paper.  
o We need to recruit someone from congregation with Human Resources experience to help 

with this committee. 
o The goal is to meet sometime in June.  

 

 Consent Agenda: Ministry Team Reports/Minutes. Available reports were distributed 
prior to the meeting, as noted. 
o Fellowship & Hospitality Meeting, May 2026 
o Mission & Outreach Meeting, May 2026 
o Worship and Celebration Meeting, No April meeting 
o Property Team Meeting, May 2026 
o Gardens and Grounds, Verbal Report 

 

 Finance and Stewardship, April 2026, Qtr 1 Finance Reports: Profit & Loss 
Budget to Actual, Balance Sheet & Cash Report  
o We have received about 50% of our pledged funds in the first quarter, which is expected 

due to many people pre-paying the whole year 
o From the balance sheet: Designated memorial gifts were higher last year than projected, 

largely from Stephanie Goode’s estate (of which 50% of the funds were tied to Mission and 
Outreach, with the remaining going into reserve funds and the budget) 

o We have approximately $50k of reserve funds in CDs. 
o Questions arose about how we calculate the fixed assets (being Church Buildings and 

property). Is the $3,688,000 based on the cost of the building and property originally, the 
tax valuation, or the insurance valuation? 

 

 Other Business/New Business 
o Pew Cushion Report from Michael Petri 

✓ Representative from Waggoners happens to be coming through town on Monday, May 
18 around 3pm with samples.  

✓ Capital fund campaign was discussed 
o Electronic (and Other) Signage Questions from Michael Petri 

✓ How many rows do we want? 
✓ What style? 

 

 Next Meeting: June 14, rather than the 3rd Sunday, due to Father's Day. 
 

 Adjourn: There being no other business, the meeting was closed at about 12:43 p.m 
 
Minutes submitted by Rachel Seiff, clerk 
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MISSION & OUTREACH NEWS 
NEW: THIRD QUARTER 2026 MISSION FOCUS: LA PLAZA 

Once again, the Mission and Outreach team has chosen LA PLAZA as our mission partner 
for this year’s summer quarter (July – September). 
 

LA PLAZA is a nonprofit organization that supports the health and well-being of migrant 
and Immigrant communities in Mesa County.  Through empowerment and advocacy, 
members are ensured that they and their families are able to equitably access and benefit 
from resources that will make their lives better. 
 

Specifically, La Plaza facilitates members’ access to health clinics and tax preparation, as 
well as supports hunger and economic relief programs.  La Plaza also provides direct 
resources onsite, such as educational programs, a food pantry and a clothing closet.  
 

La Plaza fosters community building through resource nights, social gatherings, a variety 
of events, and volunteer opportunities so that members can learn from each other and feel 
a sense of belonging.  La Plaza supports members in their efforts to increase their potential 
to self-navigate resources in the future.  As an immigrant-led organization, La Plaza 
empowers its members to become community leaders themselves.  
 

During the month of July, we will be asking FCC members to consider donating health and 
hygiene items that are especially helpful to farm workers during the hot summer season.  
There will be a labeled bin opposite the church office where you can place your donations.   
 

Please choose items from this list: 
 

 Lubricating eye drops, chapstick 

 Electrolyte powders 

 Razors, shampoo, conditioner, deodorant, bar soap, body wash 

 Laundry soap 
 Sanitary pads, hair brushes, hair ties 

 Cotton socks/compression socks, gloves, bandanas, neck gaiters 

 Rubbing alcohol/hydrogen peroxide 

 Tylenol, Advil, cold and flu medicine, allergy medicine, cough/throat drops, Alka 
Seltzer, Tums/Antacids 

 Icy-hot type patches, Tiger Balm and other items for muscle pain relief, Ace 
bandages 

 Long sleeved T-shirts, sunglasses, caps for sun protection, sunscreen 

 Towels, wash cloths, twin-sized sheets 
 

The list is also available in Church Chat, on the Mission & Outreach bulletin board and on 
the collection bin itself. 
 

We will also welcome Amanda Perez, a member of the La Plaza staff, to our service on 
Sunday, July 19th.  She will give a short talk about La Plaza’s mission.  We will also take 
that opportunity to present her with a check for $1000.   



 

Thank you in advance for your generosity in supporting La Plaza’s vital mission. 
 

Mission & Outreach Team 
 

ONGOING COLLECTION ITEMS 
 

 Catholic Outreach. For the month of July CO wants us to bring them 
canned vegetables and cooking oil!  

 NEW: Our Soles for Souls box has gone local! FCC is now collecting good 
quality gently used shoes for the Catholic Outreach clothes closet and other 
local organizations as needed. 

 Egg Cartons for the food bank. Remember that the food bank can only use 
12-count, cardboard-based cartons.   

 SNC (Solidarity Not Charity) is requesting blankets --used is fine. We 
continue to collect personal size toiletries and other personal hygiene items for 
SNC.  Milk jugs are no longer needed.   

 Newspaper Bags. Plastic newspaper bags to use at Mutual Aid to fill with dog 
and cat food to give to our unhoused friends for their furry companions and dry 
cat/dog food to fill the bags. Contact Carolyn VanMatre with questions.  

 

STEPHANIE GOODE MEMORIAL FUND 
 

The Mission and Outreach Team is pleased to share that donations for 2026 from the 
Stephanie Goode Memorial Fund have been distributed to support those in need 
within our community.  In honor of Stephanie’s legacy of compassion, $1,000 was 
given to The Community Food Bank and $1,000 to the Catholic Outreach Soup 
Kitchen. 
 

These contributions will help provide food and nourishment for many individuals 
who are facing difficult times.  We give thanks for the opportunity to remember and 
honor Stephanie’s life among us and her spirit of care and service through these 
donations. 
 

JUNE COLLECTION NUMBERS FOR THE JOSEPH CENTER 
 

Thank you for your support and donations to The Joesph Center for the second 
quarter. For the month of June you gave: 
 

14 cleaning and laundry products  5 flour 
48 canned and boxed food   6 cereal boxes 
5 coffee      7 pasta 
19 gravy mixes     2 peanut butter 
72 tea bags      2 jam 
30 gallon freezer bags    2 boxes of crackers 
10 brown sugar     1 package of honey stix 
4 white sugar     1 baby food 
6 baking mixes     42 snack size chips 

 
 

MORE MISSION & OUTREACH NEWS 



 
OUR CONGREGATION HOSTS MARSHALLESE NEIGHBORS MARTHA JONES 

What is it like to have to leave your island homeland because of environmental, economic and health 
crises? How do you both adapt to life in a new country and stay connected culturally with family and 
friends back home? 
 

Our church has been gifted with the opportunity to learn directly from a resilient group of about 25 
mostly teens and young adults, their youth leaders and pastor’s family as they traveled from Denver 
through Grand Junction for a Marshallese youth church convention in Salt Lake City. We hosted the 
group for what was supposed have been lunch on Wednesday, June 24, but what turned into a late 
night pizza party due to van rental snafus and a flat tire. Undaunted, the obviously sleepy group 
tumbled out of their vans and into Pilgrim Hall where they quickly assembled and insisted on singing 
for us before eating. 
 

The group is part of the Denver Marshallese Church, United Church of 
Christ - Congregational. We learned a lot during their short visit: their 
church is one of several dozen in the United States that trace their 
beginnings back to Congregational missionary evangelizing in the 
Marshall Islands beginning in 1857. As have many of their sister churches 
in the US, this congregation is seeking to formally affiliate with the UCC. 
Our conference Committee on Ministry, which I chair, is working with 
them on this process. 



 

As we all know, the fragile state of Planet Earth is currently experiencing a climate crisis, 
and our own area is having extreme drought. Please consider participating in a 19-
minute, guided meditation – Positive intentions are more powerful in groups!  Let’s do 
what we can together to manifest change, not only for the climate, but for collective 
world consciousness too. Meditation invites us to embody a heartfelt love for the 
wonders of this earth and creation. Let us begin within as the first step in responding to 
the ongoing global crisis. 11:30am Sunday July 26 and August 2 in the Sanctuary.  
Facilitator promises an on-time start and “out” by noon       !  
 

ABC: APPETIZERS, BEVERAGES, CONVERSATION 
This month’s ABC social meets from 6:00 to 8:00, Saturday, July 18 at the new home of 
Linda Randolph and Julie Krueger, 866 Summer Bend Ct, Grand Junction.  Attendees are 
invited to bring appropriate appetizers and beverages to share.   
 

7/1 Debra Patton Davis   
7/4 Carolyn Ramsey   
7/6 Kristen Seiff   
7/6 Lila Woodward   
7/7 Glenna Stark   
7/9 Mary Endres   
7/10 Chris Coolidge   
7/16 Jean McArthur   
  
  
7/18 Brad 
Montgomery-  

PLEASE HELP! MEDITATION FOR CLIMATE CRISIS! CINDY WEEDEN  

JULY BIRTHDAYS 
7/18 Brad Montgomery-  
Anderson   
7/18 Sawyer Montgomery-  
Anderson   
7/22 Tom Jenkins   
7/23 Mike Spangler   
7/29 Joanne Drake   
7/29 Martha Jones **If you would like to share your birthdate 

with the congregation, please let the church 
office know! Thank you. 

OUR CONGREGATION HOSTS MARSHALLESE NEIGHBORS MARTHA JONES 

We have learned a lot about the effects of climate change and nuclear 
testing by the United States on these islands and their people. There 
is an agreement in place with the United States that gives residents of 
the islands unrestricted freedom to travel to and work in the US. 
While some reparations have been made for medical relief and clean-
up of nuclear waste, the United States ha so far failed to apologize for 
the harm it caused. 
 

Many thanks to the members of our congregation - Ken Puhler, Ellen 
Bradley, Kathy Viglianco, Janis Woodley, and Karen Caton - who 
joined me in welcoming and feeding these guests. - Martha Jones 



 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

June 28 June 29 June 30 1 2 3 4 

10:00 Worship  
11:00 Happy Hour 
  

 
Election Day  
10:00 Women’s/ 
Men's Coffee 
  

2:00 Mission & 
Outreach  

 
    

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

10:00 Worship 
11:00 Happy Hour  

Church Office 
Closed for 
Independence 
Day Holiday 
1:30 Fellowship 
& Hospitality  

10:00 Women’s/ 
Mens’ Coffees 
  

  11:00 Zoom 
Webinar, How 
Can We 
Reclaim Jesus 
from Empire? 

  

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

10:00 Worship  
11:00 Happy Hour 
11:15 For Such a 
Time as This 
Spirituality Study  

1:00 Property 
Team 

10:00 Women’s/ 
Men’s Coffee 
  

 
11:30 Berna B’s    ABC Social 

6:00 — 8:00  

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

10:00 Worship  
11:00 Happy Hour 
11:05 Congrega-
tional Meeting  

  10:00 Women’s/ 
Mens’ Coffee 
  

6:00 Meaningful 
Movie: Cabrini 

 
 6:00 Parents | 
Grandparents 
Night Out 
Youth Event 

 

26 27 28 29 30 31 Aug 1 

Hawaiian Shirt 
Sunday 
9:00 Choir 
10:00 Worship  
11:00 Happy Hour 
11:30 Meditation 
for Climate 
Crisis 

 

 10:00 Women’s/ 
Mens’ Coffee 

 

    

JULY 2026 

LOOKING AHEAD 
August 2 | Meditation for Climate Crisis 
August 2 | Salsa Sunday 



 

Pastor 
Rev. Dr. Paul Ashby 

He, his, him 
revpaulashby@yahoo.com 

ext. 104 
 

Church Administrator 
Beth Rakestraw 

They, theirs, them 
office@uccgj.org | ext. 105 

[Monday through Thursday] 

 
Director of Choirs 

Karen Caton 
topcatkc@aol.com 

 
Pianist/Music 
Coordinator 
Martha Jones 
She, her, hers 

Children’s Ed: 
Hiring for this position begins 

SOON! 
 

Organist/Pianist: 
Ellen Bradley 
She, hers, her 

 
Part Time Custodian: 

Matu Hedwall 
He, his, him 

 
Volunteer Financial Clerk: 

Martha Jones 
She, hers, her 

finance@uccgj.org 

First Congregational UCC 
1425 N 5th Street 
Grand Junction, CO  81501 
 
Church Office Hours  
Monday through Thursday  
9 am—3 pm 
Reach us at:   
(970)-242-0298 
www.uccgj.org 


