
Welcome to First Congregational Church United Church of Christ 

Fifth Sunday in Lent 

March 26, 2023 

** Some rise to their feet, some rise in their hearts—please rise as you are able. 
 

GATHERING BELL 
At the sound of the bell, please silence yourselves and prepare for worship. 

 

PRELUDE  Morning Has Broken, Joel Raney Martha Jones 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  Rev. Paul Ashby 
 

INVITATION TO WORSHIP  Whoever you are…and wherever you are on life’s journey… 
 you are welcome here! 
 

OPENING REFLECTION 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP  Ken Puhler 

  

 You have been adopted by God and the love of God is present in each breath. 
  Too often we feel rushed and out of breath.  
 Busyness can push so much good away from the center of our heart and consciousness. 

But we have errands, we have responsibilities, we have appointments to keep and zooms 
to catch. 

 Take a second to simply feel the gift of breath, of lungs, of life. 
  Help us to slow down long enough to be present to the Presence that is ever present. 

Even when we are not busy thinking thoughts, we have a consciousness and awareness beyond 
our thoughts. 

  Bless us with moments to see the realities beyond our trains of thoughts. 

 

**HYMN Song Folder #10, vs 1 & 2 Come and Find the Quiet Center All 
 

Come and find the quiet center in the crowded life we lead, 
find the room for hope to enter, find the frame where we are freed: 
Clear the chaos and the clutter, clear our eyes that we can see 
all the things that really matter, be at peace, and simply be. 
 

Silence is a friend who claims us, cools the heat and slows the pace, 
God it is who speaks and names us, knows our being, touches base, 
making space within our thinking, lifting shades to show the sun, 
raising courage when we’re shrinking, finding scope for faith begun. 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  Paul 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE   
Respond to each shared prayer request with “Peace, Shalom, Salaam.” 

 

PASTORAL PRAYER AND LORD’S PRAYER   
Our Creator, who art in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, your will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts 
as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for 
yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO OFFERING  Ken 
 

OFFERTORY  Open the Eyes of My Heart, Baloche/Schrader Choir 
  



**DOXOLOGY (tune: Old Hundredth)  All 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God, all creatures here below. 
Praise God for all that love has done; 
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One. 

 

**PRAYER OF DEDICATION  Ken 
Holy One, we are each in need of healing and hope.  Even when we say we are “fine” we live 
with places of stress and burdens that weigh upon us.  Let the work of healing and hope be 
present within us and among us.  Through our gifts let greater peace be born on earth.  
Amen 

 

**HYMN Song Folder #11 Healer of Our Every Ill All 
 

Refrain 
Healer of our every ill, light of each tomorrow, 
Give us peace beyond our fear, and hope beyond our sorrow. 
 

You who know our fears and sadness, grace us with your peace and gladness; 
Spirit of all comfort, fill our hearts. refrain 
 

In the pain and joy beholding how your grace is still unfolding, 
give us all your vision, God of love. refrain 
 

Give us strength to love each other, every sister, every brother; 
Spirit of all kindness, be our guide. refrain 
 

You who know each thought and feeling, teach us all your way of healing; 
Spirit of compassion, fill each heart. refrain 
 

SCRIPTURE Mark 2:1-12; John 11:32-44 Ken 

 

When he returned to Capernaum after some days, it was reported that he was at home. So many 
gathered around that there was no longer room for them, not even in front of the door; and he was 
speaking the word to them. Then some people came, bringing to him a paralyzed man, carried by 
four of them. And when they could not bring him to Jesus because of the crowd, they removed the 
roof above him; and after having dug through it, they let down the mat on which the paralytic lay. 
When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralytic, “Son, your sins are forgiven.” Now some of the 
scribes were sitting there, questioning in their hearts, “Why does this fellow speak in this way? It is 
blasphemy! Who can forgive sins but God alone?” At once Jesus perceived in his spirit that they 
were discussing these questions among themselves; and he said to them, “Why do you raise such 
questions in your hearts? Which is easier, to say to the paralytic, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, 
‘Stand up and take your mat and walk’? But so that you may know that the Son of Man has 
authority on earth to forgive sins” —he said to the paralytic— “I say to you, stand up, take your mat 
and go to your home.” And he stood up, and immediately took the mat and went out before all of 
them; so that they were all amazed and glorified God, saying, “We have never seen anything like 
this!” 

____________________________________ 
 

When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if you 
had been here, my brother would not have died.” 
 

When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly 
disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. He said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, 
come and see.” Jesus began to weep. So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” But some of 
them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?” 



Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying 
against it. Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, 
“Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead four days.” Jesus said to her, “Did I not 
tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?” So they took away the stone. And 
Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, I thank you for having heard me. I knew that you always 
hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe that 
you sent me.” When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” The dead 
man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. 
Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go. 

 

”MESSAGE “The Holy Work of Healing” Paul 
 

**HYMN Song Folder #10, vs 3 Come and Find the Quiet Center All 
 

In the Spirit let us travel, open to each other’s pain, 
let our loves and fears unravel, celebrate the space we gain: 
There’s a place for deepest dreaming, there’s a time for heart to care, 
in the Spirit’s lively scheming there is always room to spare. 

 

**BENEDICTION  Paul 
 

**SUNG BENEDICTION Beyond the Days, refrain All 
 

Beyond the days of hope and mystery we see a light of faith renewed, 
and in our longing we thirst for guidance to walk with you day by day, 
to walk with you day by day. 
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                                                     Pastoral Care 

To call Pastor Paul: 
➢ His cell phone, 970-793-8638. [Paul prefers calls over texts] 
➢ His extension at church, 970-242-0298, x104. 
➢ Home landline, 970-200-2668. [Paul is always up until midnight, do not be shy about calling 

late when there is need.] 
To share a prayer request with the congregation, contact Beth Rakestraw, office@uccgj.org or 970-
242-0298 x 105. Deadline for publishing in the Sunday bulletin is Thursday noon. 
 
 
 This Week at FCUCC 

 March 26 – April 2, 2023 

 

Sunday 26  8:45 Choir Rehearsal sanctuary 
  10:00 Worship sanctuary/YouTube 
  11:00 Happy Hour pilgrim hall 
  11:00 Spiritual Journey through 2023 chapel 
 

Monday 27  5:00 Make Mondays Fun  pilgrim 
 
Tuesday 28  10:00 Women’s Coffee  pilgrim 
  10:00 Men’s Coffee  mayflower 
  5:30 Cantabile Ringers  music room 
 

Thursday 30  12:15 Health & Wellness chapel 
      

Friday 31  10:00 Zoom Coffee Hour zoom 
 

Sunday 2  8:45 Choir Rehearsal sanctuary 
  10:00 Worship sanctuary/YouTube 
  11:00 Happy Hour pilgrim hall 
  11:00 Inquirers class library 
   
Church office hours:  Monday through Thursday, 9:00 to 3:00.  
 
Save the Dates: 
April 6 | Maundy/Holy Thursday Worship 
April 9 | Easter 
April 22 | Spring Clean Up 
May 2 — 11 | GJHS AP Testing at Church, Various Rooms 
June 15 —17 | RMC Annual Celebration in Grand Junction 
 

 

 

 Connections & Collections 

Contact: Beth Rakestraw, Office Administrator, office@uccgj.org 
Want more information about church events? Contact Beth to sign up for church newsletters. 

 

Connections … 
 

Guest WiFi Access | The name of our guest WiFi is FCUCCguest; the password is “welcomeall.”  
Join us for Coffee after worship | You must be current on Covid vaccinations to join us for social 
events. Persons with underlying health conditions are encouraged to mask for indoor events. 
 

Collections … 

mailto:office@uccgj.org


 

Catholic Outreach | Bottled salad dressings! 
 

Solidarity, Not Charity | hotel and personal size toiletries, water/milk jugs with their lids and 
plastic grocery bags (more bang for your dime!) 
 

Mission & Outreach First Quarter | Trail Lamp | multimedia paper, painter's tape, watercolor 
markers, and art markers. 
 

Helping Handbags | Donate a purse, donate things you'd like to see in your purse (cosmetics, 
snacks, personal care items, spare change, etc),  donate a handbag filled with things. Please leave 
things in the box on the shelves by the office.   
 

 What’s New? 
 

Prepare the Way of the Lord:  Palm Sunday Worship | April 2 | This year folks are invited to 
bring drums and noisemakers once again to worship for a Palm Sunday processional! New for this 
year: In addition to palms, and remembering that people lay their garments on the road before Jesus, 
people are invited to wear colorful garments and to bring colorful scarves, bandannas/kerchiefs or 
pieces of fabric to wave. 
 

Also on Palm Sunday … New Members/Inquirers Class | Pastor Paul will teach a class after 
worship for those interested in learning more about our church and our UCC denomination, 
regardless of whether attendees intend to become members of the church or not. Questions? Contact 
Pastor Paul. 
 

Holy/Maundy Thursday | April 6 | 5:30 pm | Come to remember Jesus washing his disciples' 
feet and having a last supper with them. "Truly I tell you, I will never again drink of the fruit of the 
vine until that day when I drink it new in the kin-dom of God." 

 

Preparing for Easter: 

 The Fellowship and Hospitality team asks that people bring breads for coffee hour following 
Easter Sunday service. It can be any type of bread. They would prefer it is sliced and plated 
prior to donating. Cream cheese and butter will be provided. 

 Worship & Celebration invites people to bring potted flowering plants to decorate the table and 
chancel for Easter. You may take them home with you after the service. 

 Egg Dyeing | Saturday, April 8 | 3:30 pm | Pilgrim Hall Snacks/light meal will be served. 
Seeking a few people to donate a few dozen raw, white eggs. Decorating supplies will be 
available. 

 

Christ is Risen! Easter Worship | April 9 | 10:00 am | Something different for this year is that 
Communion will be offered on Easter Sunday instead of the first Sunday of the month.  Especilly good 
news for our kids:  we’re bringing back our traditional after worship Easter Egg Hunt.  


