Welcome to First Congregational Church United Church of Christ
First Sunday of Advent
November 30, 2025

**** Some rise to their feet, some rise in their hearts—please rise as you are able.

GATHERING BELL

At the sound of the bell, please silence yourselves and prepare for worship.

PRELUDE O Come, O Come, Emmanuel, arr Mark Hayes Martha Jones & Karen Caton
ANNOUNCEMENTS Rev. Dr. Paul Ashby

INVITATION TO WORSHIP Whoever you are...and wherever you are on
life’s journey... you are welcome here!

OPENING REFLECTION

CALL TO WORSHIP Ellen Bradley

Advent is the energetic frenzy of Black Friday sales and once a year bargains. Don’t miss it.
Didn’t Advent have something to do with church? Was there something about someone
coming?

Oh yes, Santa Claus is coming to town! Quick, get your list of gifts you expect. Do you have your

tree up yet?
| do not remember any trees in the Christmas story at church.

That old story does not even have an office Christmas Party with an open bar to really celebrate!
The old story at church is more about being open to hope, joy, peace and love, after the
office Christmas Party leaves us more hung over than happy.

****HYMN Song Folder 26 Christ, Be Our Light, vs 1-4 All

Longing for light, we wait in darkness. Longing for truth, we turn to you.
Make us your own, your holy people. light for the world to see.

refrain
Christ, be our light! Shine in our hearts. Shine through the darkness.
Christ, be our light! Shine in your church gathered today.

Longing for peace, our world is troubled. Longing for hope, many despair.
Your word alone has pow’r to save us. Make us your living voice. refrain

Longing for food, many are hungry. Longing for water, many still thirst.
Make us your bread, broken for others, shared until all are fed. refrain

Longing for shelter, many are homeless. Longing for warmth, many are cold.
Make us your building, sheltering others, walls made of living stone. refrain

LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE
When we look around, we see shadows of hunger. Particularly in this time of division, so many
neighbors, nearby and around the world, will go to bed hungry and cold tonight...
When we look around, we see shadows of injustice, the rich getting richer and the poor
getting poorer — and across the earth people will fall asleep on cold sidewalks tonight...
In the face of hunger and homelessness, we light a candle of hope...
In the face of injustice, in the face of despair, we light a candle of hope...
Let the light from this candle say to all that God’s hope is coming to awaken compassion and
mercy.
Friends, be not afraid, God’s hope is at hand!



CHILDREN’S MESSAGE Paul

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Respond to each shared prayer request with “Peace, Shalom, Salaam.”

PASTORAL PRAYER AND LORD’S PRAYER
Our Creator, who art in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, your will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts
as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for
yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO OFFERING Ellen
OFFERTORY Lost in the Night, Lee/Haugen Pam Gregory

DOXOLOGY (tune: Veni Emmanuel)
Praise God from whom all bless — ings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here__ below;
Praise God for all that love___ has done;
Creator, Christ, and Spi - rit, One.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emman — uel!
Shall come to you, O Is — rael.

**PRAYER OF DEDICATION Ellen

God of Advent, bless us with surprises during this season. As we share the same old
stories breathe new life into our lives. Make us seekers of truth like the Magi. Inspire us to
open our hearts in adoration like the shepherds. Grant us the love that inspired Mary, to
dare say yes to angels. Amen

**HYMN NCH 116, vs 1,6,7 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel All

O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel.
That mourns in lonely exile here, until the Child of God appear.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel.

O come, O Dayspring, come and cheer our spirits by your advent here;
Love stir within the womb of night, and death’s own shadows put to flight.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel.

O come, Desire of Nations bind all peoples in one heart and mind;
Make envy, strife, and quarrels cease; fill the whole world with heavens peace.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel.

SCRIPTURE Isaiah 2:1-5 and Matthew 24:42-44 Ellen

The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.

In days to come the mountain of the Lord’s house

shall be established as the highest of the mountains
and shall be raised above the hills;
all the nations shall stream to it.

Many peoples shall come and say,

“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord,

to the house of the God of Jacob,
that he may teach us his ways

and that we may walk in his paths.”



For out of Zion shall go forth instruction
and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.
He shall judge between the nations
and shall arbitrate for many peoples;
they shall beat their swords into plowshares
and their spears into pruning hooks;
nation shall not lift up sword against nation;
neither shall they learn war any more.
O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the Lord!
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Keep awake, therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. But understand this:
if the owner of the house had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have
stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken into. Therefore you also must be ready,
for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.

MESSAGE “What Do We Really Need for Christmas?” Paul
****HYMN Song Folder 26 Christ, Be Our Light, vs 5 All

Many the gifts, many the people, many the hearts that yearn to belong.
Let us be servants to one another, making your kingdom come.

Christ, be our light! Shine in our hearts, shine through the darkness.
Christ, be our light! Shine in your church gathered today.

***BENEDICTION Paul

****SUNG BENEDICTION World Peace Prayer All
Lead us from death to life, from falsehood to truth,
From despair to hope, from fear to trust.
Lead us from hate to love, from war to peace,
Let peace fill our hearts, let peace fill our world,
Let peace fill our universe!

GREETING ONE ANOTHER IN THE SPIRIT OF LOVE
RECESSIONAL Christ, Be Our Light, arr Marianne Kim Martha

Acknowledgements

Unless otherwise noted, music under copyright is reprinted and/or included in the worship recording with permission through
OneLicense #A-709231. All rights reserved.

Christ, Be our Light. Words and music: Bernadette Farrell © 1993. Pub. by OCP Publications.
¢ O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (Veni Emmanuel), arr. Mark Hayes © 2010, The Lorenz Corporation.
0 Come, O Come, Emmanuel. Tune: 15th century French melody, Veni Emmanuel, arranged by Thomas Helmore, 1854. Text:
based on ancient antiphons, translated by John Mason Neale, 1851, and Henry Sloane Coffin, 1916, alt.
0 Lost in the Night. Finnish folk tune tr. Olav Lee, choral arrangement by Kyle S. Haugen © 1978, 2000. Augsburg Fortress.
0 Lead Us from Death to Life (World Peace Prayer). Words of refrain by Satish Kumar. Tune by Marty Haugen © 1985 GIA
Publications, Inc.

Today’s Worship Leaders
preacher Rev. Dr. Paul Ashby
liturgist Ellen Bradley

musician Martha Jones



