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**** Some rise to their feet, some rise in their hearts—please rise as you are able.

OPENING BELL

At the sound of the bell please silence yourselves and prepare for worship.

PRELUDE Make Me a Channel of Your Peace, arr Jane Holstein Martha Jones
ANNOUNCEMENTS Rev. Paul Ashby

INVITATION TO WORSHIP Whoever you are...and wherever you are on
life’s journey... you are welcome here!

OPENING REFLECTION
CALL TO WORSHIP Nancy Palubicki

Source of Life, we celebrate the beauty of this nation.
We celebrate the beauty of the American people gathered from the many nations and
continents of this earth.
We are grateful for the blessings and benefits we have received from simply being born in
America.
Help us to make America good again with a rebirth of compassion and service for the
poor, the sick, the hungry.
We ask for the gift of peace to unfold in our future.
May we experience greater peace, understanding and hope amid the things that divide
our nation.

**HYMN NCH 591 This Is My Song All

This is my song, O God of all the nations,

a song of peace for lands afar and mine.

This is my home, the country where my heart is;
here are my hopes, my dreams, my holy shrine;
but other hearts in other lands are beating

with hopes and dreams as true and high as mine.

My country’s skies, are bluer than the ocean,
and sunlight beams on cloverleaf and pine;
But other lands have sunlight too, and clover,
and skies are everywhere as blue as mine.
O hear my song, O God of all the nations,

a song of peace for their land and for mine.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Respond to each shared prayer request with “Peace, Shalom, Salaam.”

PASTORAL PRAYER AND LORD’S PRAYER
Our Creator, who art in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, your will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive our
debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for yours is the kingdom and the
power and the glory, forever. Amen.



SIXTY SECONDS FOR PERSONAL PRAYERS/CONTEMPLATION

INVITATION TO OFFERING Nancy
OFFERTORY For the Fruit of All Creation (Ar hyd y nos), John Carter Martha
**DOXOLOGY (tune: Lasst uns erfreuen) All

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;

Praise God, all creatures here below. Alleluia! Alleluia!
Praise God for all that love has done;

Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One.

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

****PRAYER OF DEDICATION Nancy
God of all nations and people, enlighten our hearts with love for all our neighbors across
the street and across the world. Reveal new ways for the church to be a source of help and
healing. Let us dream the dreams of social justice and mercy yet to be realized. Amen

SCRIPTURE Mark 12:13-17 (NRSVUE) Nancy

Then they sent to Jesus some Pharisees and some Herodians to trap him in what he said. And they came
and said to him, “Teacher, we know that you are sincere and show deference to no one, for you do not
regard people with partiality but teach the way of God in accordance with truth. Is it lawful to pay taxes to
Caesar or not? Should we pay them, or should we not?” But knowing their hypocrisy, he said to them, “Why
are you putting me to the test? Bring me a denarius and let me see it.” And they brought one. Then he said

to them, “Whose head is this and whose title?” They answered, “Caesar’s.” Jesus said to them, “Give to
Caesar the things that are Caesar’s and to God the things that are God’s.” And they were utterly amazed at
him.

MESSAGE “On The 250, Celebrate that Separation of Church and State Still Exists” Paul
****HYMN (tune: Holy Manna) In This Time of Great Reflection™ All

In this time of great reflection on two hundred fifty years,

We remember, as a nation, times we've prospered, times of tears.
"We shall be," a preacher told us, "as a city on a hill" —

not to praise us but to warn us: We've a duty to fulfill.

Here is what holds us together: Mercy, love, community.
We're to seek to care for neighbors in a just society.

If we fail to help the needy and to build a land that's just,
we will simply be a by-word as the world looks on at us.

We recall our nation's story. Keep us honest, God above!

In our quest for wealth and glory, we have injured ones you love.

Through enslavement, through displacement, we have chosen ways of sin.
We've been violent. We've stayed silent. So our light of love stays dim.

Will we work for racial justice? Will we turn from fear and hate?
What is now the public witness that you call us to create?

As we celebrate our country, help us, Lord, to understand:

All of us must share the bounty and the goodness of the land.

In this time, O God, restore us to the land we're called to be —
where all people here among us know your blest community.
May we seek to be that city, not with pride but as a prayer.

May we love and serve you humbly, in our land and everywhere.



CELEBRATION OF COMMUNION (Gluten free options are available.) Paul
All are welcome who practice the way of compassion.

****HYMN Song Folder #76 Let There Be Peace on Earth All

Let there be peace on earth and let it begin with me.

Let there be peace on earth, the peace that was meant to be.
With God our Creator, we are family.

Let us walk with each other in perfect harmony.

Let peace begin with me, let this be the moment now.

With ev’ry step | take, let this be my solemn vow:

To take each moment and live each moment in peace eternally.
Let there be peace on earth, and let it begin with me.

**BENEDICTION Paul
**** SUNG BENEDICTION World Peace Prayer All

Lead us from death to life, from falsehood to truth,
From despair to hope, from fear to trust.

Lead us from hate to love, from war to peace,

Let peace fill our hearts, let peace fill our world,
Let peace fill our universe!

GREETING ONE ANOTHER IN THE SPIRIT OF LOVE
RECESSIONAL Materna, arr Chuck Marohnic Martha
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*Music Notes: United Methodist minister and hymn writer, Rev. Carolyn Winfrey Gillette, says her hymn text
“In This Time of Great Reflection,” lifts up the theme of the Puritan John Winthrop’s 1630 sermon in which he
talked about the Massachusetts Bay Colony as “a city on a hill,” referencing Jesus’ image from the Sermon on
the Mount in Matthew. In his use of this phrase, Winthrop wasn’t giving a sermon about American
exceptionalism, as some later historical figures have suggested, ...Winthrop was actually delivering a warning:
The eyes of the world would be on Plymouth to see if the colony would morally succeed in being loving, just,
humble, good, neighborly, and kind. Rev. Gillette says this hymn, written on the occasion of the 250t
anniversary of the United States, is her prayer that we will strive to be a morally responsible and community-
building people; that we will repent of our sins and become as loving and humble as God is calling us to be. The
hymn was featured in a special issue of Sojourners, whose journalistic mission is to “uncover and explore
injustices through a lens of Christian values.”



