
Welcome to First Congregational Church United Church of Christ 

Fourth Sunday in Lent 

March 19, 2023 

** Some rise to their feet, some rise in their hearts—please rise as you are able. 
 

GATHERING BELL 
At the sound of the bell, please silence yourselves and prepare for worship. 

 

PRELUDE  Grace, Joel Raney Martha Jones 
 “Surely goodness and mercy will follow me all the days of my life . . .”   Psalm 23 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  Rev. Paul Ashby 
 

INVITATION TO WORSHIP  Whoever you are…and wherever you are on life’s journey… 
 you are welcome here! 
 

OPENING REFLECTION 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP  Julie Krueger 

  

When bad things happen, we often look for a cause and even a reason to point the accusing finger 
of blame. 

Ok, but maybe they were not paying attention, perhaps they were tired or had too much 
to drink.  

 Our minds try to spin explanations that do nothing to help the person in need. 
Well, that family has always had issues.  You know some of them have a record and 
trouble just seems to follow them. 

Do speculations about other people’s problems provide even a drop of relief?  Does looking for 
blame provide any healing? 

Help us to see the ways we can bring healing when bad things happen to those who may 
deserve it. 

 

**HYMN Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness (tune: Nettleton) All 
 

Praise the One who breaks the darkness with a liberating light. 
Praise the One who frees the prisoners, turning blindness into sight. 
Praise the One who preached the gospel, healing every dread disease, 
calming storms and feeding thousands with the very bread of peace. 
 

Praise the One who blessed the children with a strong yet gentle word. 
Praise the One who drove out demons with a piercing two-edged sword. 
Praise the One who brings cool water to the desert’s burning sand. 
From this well comes living water quenching thirst in every land. 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  Paul 
 

BAPTISM  Makenzie Makayla Nettleton 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE   
Respond to each shared prayer request with “Peace, Shalom, Salaam.” 

 

PASTORAL PRAYER AND LORD’S PRAYER   
Our Creator, who art in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, your will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts 
as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for 
yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 



INVITATION TO OFFERING  Julie 
 

OFFERTORY  The Wonder of His Love, Lee/Wagner Choir 
  

**DOXOLOGY (tune: Old Hundredth)  All 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God, all creatures here below. 
Praise God for all that love has done; 
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One. 

 

**PRAYER OF DEDICATION  Julie 
God of Mercy, through our gifts open the gates for help to flow without the bony finger of 
blame.  Let us be the church in counseling, in youth work, in the breakdown of 
relationships, with families that struggle and neighbors who are homeless; enable us to 
share the gift of compassion with open arms and not pointed fingers.  Amen 

 

**HYMN NCH 451 Be Now My Vision All 
 

Be now my vision, O God of my heart; 
nothing surpasses the love you impart – 
You my best thought, by day or by night, 
waking or sleeping, you presence my light. 
 

Be now my wisdom, and be my true word; 
ever within me, my soul is assured; 
Mother and Father, you are both to me, 
now and forever you child I will be. 
 

Riches I need not, nor life’s empty praise, 
you, my inheritance, now and always; 
you and you only are first in my heart, 
great God, my treasure, may we never part. 

 

SCRIPTURE John 9:1-23 Julie 

 

As he walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this 
man or his parents, that he was born blind?” Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his parents 
sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him. We must work the works of 
him who sent me while it is day; night is coming when no one can work. As long as I am in the world, I 
am the light of the world.” When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the 
saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which 
means Sent). Then he went and washed and came back able to see. 
 

The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this not the man 
who used to sit and beg?” Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, “No, but it is someone 
like him.” He kept saying, “I am the man.” But they kept asking him, “Then how were your eyes 
opened?” He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, 
‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ Then I went and washed and received my sight.” They said to him, “Where 
is he?” He said, “I do not know.” 
 

They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. Now it was a sabbath day when 
Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. Then the Pharisees also began to ask him how he had 
received his sight. He said to them, “He put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and now I see.” Some 
of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not observe the sabbath.” But others 
said, “How can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?” And they were divided. So they said 



again to the blind man, “What do you say about him? It was your eyes he opened.” He said, “He is a 
prophet.” The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they called 
the parents of the man who had received his sight and asked them, “Is this your son, who you say 
was born blind? How then does he now see?” His parents answered, “We know that this is our son, 
and that he was born blind; but we do not know how it is that now he sees, nor do we know who 
opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.” His parents said this because they 
were afraid of the Jews; for the Jews had already agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the 
Messiah would be put out of the synagogue. Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.” 
 

MESSAGE “Playing The Blame Game” Paul 
 

**HYMN God’s Perfect Love Casts Out All Fear (tune: Azmon) All 
 

God’s perfect love casts out all fear and breaks down ev-‘ry wall 
that separates each class and race and splinters one from all. 
 

God’s perfect love casts out all fear of those so long unseen: 
the outcast, other, and unknown, our neighbors called unclean. 
 

God’s perfect love casts out all fear and makes divisions cease. 
Where swift, chaotic waters rage, it builds a bridge of peace. 
 

God’s perfect love casts out all fear ‘till ev-‘ry voice is heard 
within the Triune song of love – the Spirit, Source, and Word. 

 

**BENEDICTION  Paul 
 

**SUNG BENEDICTION Beyond the Days, refrain All 
 

Beyond the days of hope and mystery we see a light of faith renewed, 
and in our longing we thirst for guidance to walk with you day by day, 
to walk with you day by day. 
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                                                     Pastoral Care 

To call Pastor Paul: 
➢ His cell phone, 970-793-8638. [Paul prefers calls over texts] 
➢ His extension at church, 970-242-0298, x104. 
➢ Home landline, 970-200-2668. [Paul is always up until midnight, do not be shy about calling 

late when there is need.] 
To share a prayer request with the congregation, contact Beth Rakestraw, office@uccgj.org or 970-
242-0298 x 105. Deadline for publishing in the Sunday bulletin is Thursday noon. 
 
 
 This Week at FCUCC 

 March 19 – March 26, 2023 

 

Sunday 19  8:45 Choir Rehearsal sanctuary 
  10:00 Worship sanctuary/YouTube 
  11:00 Happy Hour pilgrim hall 
  11:15 Council Meeting chapel 
    Congregants are welcome to attend council meetings. 
 

Tuesday 21  10:00 Women’s Coffee  gathering space 
  10:00 Men’s Coffee  library 
  5:30 Cantabile Ringers  music room 
 

Thursday 23  12:15 Health & Wellness chapel 
      

Friday 24  10:00 Zoom Coffee Hour zoom 
 

Sunday 26  8:45 Choir Rehearsal sanctuary 
  10:00 Worship sanctuary/YouTube 
  11:00 Happy Hour pilgrim hall 
  11:00 Spiritual Journey through 2023 chapel 
   
Church office hours:  Monday through Thursday, 9:00 to 3:00.  
 
Save the Dates: 
April 2 | Palm/Passion Sunday 
April 6 | Maundy/Holy Thursday Worship 
April 9 | Easter 
April 22 | Spring Clean Up 
May 2 — 11 | GJHS AP Testing at Church, Various Rooms 
June 15 —17 | RMC Annual Celebration in Grand Junction 
December 3 | First Sunday of Advent 
 

 

 



 Connections & Collections 

Contact: Beth Rakestraw, Office Administrator, office@uccgj.org 
Want more information about church events? Contact Beth to sign up for church newsletters. 

 

Connections … 
 

Guest WiFi Access | The name of our guest WiFi is FCUCCguest; the password is “welcomeall.”  
Join us for Coffee after worship | You must be current on Covid vaccinations to join us for social 
events. Persons with underlying health conditions are encouraged to mask for indoor events. 
 

Collections … 
 

Catholic Outreach | Bottled salad dressings! 
 

Solidarity, Not Charity | hotel and personal size toiletries, water/milk jugs with their lids and 
plastic grocery bags (more bang for your dime!) 
 

Mission & Outreach First Quarter | Trail Lamp | multimedia paper, painter's tape, watercolor 
markers, and art markers. 
 

Helping Handbags | Donate a purse, donate things you'd like to see in your purse (cosmetics, 
snacks, personal care items, spare change, etc),  donate a handbag filled with things. Please leave 
things in the box on the shelves by the office.   
 

 What’s New? 
 

Prepare the Way of the Lord:  Palm Sunday Worship |April 2 | This year folks are invited to 
bring drums and noisemakers once again to worship for a Palm Sunday processional! New for this 
year: In addition to palms, and remembering that people lay their garments on the road before Jesus, 
people are invited to wear colorful garments and to bring colorful scarves, bandannas/kerchiefs or 
pieces of fabric to wave. 
 

Also on Palm Sunday … New Members/Inquirers Class | Pastor Paul will teach a class after 
worship for those interested in learning more about our church and our UCC denomination, 
regardless of whether attendees intend to become members of the church or not. Questions? Contact 
Pastor Paul. 
 

Holy/Maundy Thursday | April 6 | 5:30 pm | Come to remember Jesus washing his disciples' 
feet and having a last supper with them. "Truly I tell you, I will never again drink of the fruit of the 
vine until that day when I drink it new in the kin-dom of God." 

 

Preparing for Easter: 

 The Fellowship and Hospitality team asks that people bring breads for coffee hour following 
Easter Sunday service. It can be any type of bread. They would prefer it is sliced and plated 
prior to donating. Cream cheese and butter will be provided. 

 Worship & Celebration invites people to bring potted flowering plants to decorate the table and 
chancel for Easter. You may take them home with you after the service. 

 Egg Dyeing | Saturday, April 8 | 3:30 pm | Pilgrim Hall Snacks/light meal will be served. 
Seeking a few people to donate a few dozen raw, white eggs. Decorating supplies will be 
available. 

 
Christ is Risen! Easter Worship | April 9 | 10:00 am | Something different for this year is that 
Communion will be offered on Easter Sunday instead of the first Sunday of the month.  Especilly good 
news for our kids:  we’re bringing back our traditional after worship Easter Egg Hunt.  
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