Welcome to First Congregational Church United Church of Christ
Third Sunday After Pentecost
June 14, 2026

**** Some rise to their feet, some rise in their hearts—please rise as you are able.

OPENING BELL

At the sound of the bell please silence yourselves and prepare for worship.
PRELUDE Air from Suite #3 in D, J.S. Bach Ellen Bradley
ANNOUNCEMENTS Rev. Paul Ashby

INVITATION TO WORSHIP Whoever you are...and wherever you are on
life’s journey... you are welcome here!

OPENING REFLECTION
CALL TO WORSHIP Deb Weller

Some Christians see every major problem as a sign of the end times and coming Rapture.
We see Jesus in the heart of compassion that seeks to aid those who are hurting on
earth rather than to beam-up his followers to avoid human suffering.

We have encountered the presence of Jesus’ love in our listening, our faith and our prayers.
We sense Christ’s presence in the company of people who love one another.

The love that searches our minds and tries our heart is here to bless and make us whole.

We experience the hope made real in our world through the energy of God.

We are empowered to endure in all circumstances, so we face the new week with confidence.

We are called to be channels of God’s blessing in times of crisis and times of peace.

****HYMN NCH 89 Awake, Awake to Love and Work All

Awake, awake to love and work! The lark is in the sky;
the fields are wet with diamond dew; the worlds awake to cry
their praises to the Fount of Life; Christ Jesus passes by.

Come, let your voice be one with theirs, shout with their shout of praise;
See how the giant sun soars up, God’s gift for all your days!
So let the love of Jesus come and set your soul ablaze.

To give and give, and give again, as God’s own grace is free;
To spend yourself nor count the cost; to serve most gloriously
the God who gave all worlds that are, and all that are to be.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Respond to each shared prayer request with “Peace, Shalom, Salaam.”

PASTORAL PRAYER AND LORD’S PRAYER
Our Creator, who art in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, your will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts
as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for
yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

SIXTY SECONDS FOR PERSONAL PRAYERS/CONTEMPLATION
INVITATION TO OFFERING Deb



OFFERTORY Be Thou My Vision, ar. Hal Hopson Ellen

**DOXOLOGY (tune: Lasst uns erfreuen) All
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below. Alleluia! Alleluia!
Praise God for all that love has done;
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One.
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

****PRAYER OF DEDICATION Deb
Holy One, help us not to fear the future but to face the future with faith, hope and love. We
do not pray for an easy escape from the problems of the world, but for the courage to do
the good we know to do. Let these gifts be used to plant the seeds of goodness and grace
in our church, community and world. Amen

****HYMN Song Folder #46 Make Me a Channel of Your Peace (Prayer of St. Frances) All

Make me a channel of your peace. Where there is hatred, let me bring your love.
Where there is injury, your pardon, Lord, and where there’s doubt, true faith in you.

Make me a channel of your peace. Where there’s despair in life, let me bring hope.

Where there is darkness -------- only light, and where there’s sadness ever joy.
refrain
O Master, grant that | may never seek ------- so much to be consoled as to console - -

To be understood as to understand, to be loved, as to love, with all my soul - -.

Make me a channel of your peace. It is in pardoning that we are pardoned,
in giving of ourselves that we receive, and in dying that we’re born to eternal life.

SCRIPTURE Mark 13:31-37 (NRSVUE) Deb
“‘Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.

“But about that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the
Father. Be on guard! Be alert! You do not know when that time will come. It’s like a man going away:
He leaves his house and puts his servants in charge, each with their assigned task, and tells the one
at the door to keep watch.

“Therefore keep watch because you do not know when the owner of the house will come back—
whether in the evening, or at midnight, or when the rooster crows, or at dawn. If he comes suddenly,
do not let him find you sleeping. What | say to you, | say to everyone: ‘Watch!””

MESSAGE “Jesus’ Answer to End Times Nuts” Paul
**HYMN NCH 494 We Who Would Valiant Be All

We who would valiant be: let us not waver;

but in true constancy follow the Savior.

There’s no discouragement shall make us once relent
our first avowed intent to live as pilgrims.

Those who may us surround with dismal stories,

only themselves confound, our strength the more is.
No foes shall give us fright, ours is the one true Light;
we will make good our right to live as pilgrims.



Since, Savior, you defend us with your Spirit,

we know we at the end shall life inherit.

Cruel rumors, flee away! We’'ll fear not what they say;
we’ll labor night and day to live as pilgrims.

***BENEDICTION Paul
**** SUNG BENEDICTION World Peace Prayer All

Lead us from death to life, from falsehood to truth,
From despair to hope, from fear to trust.

Lead us from hate to love, from war to peace,

Let peace fill our hearts, let peace fill our world,
Let peace fill our universe!

GREETING ONE ANOTHER IN THE SPIRIT OF LOVE

RECESSIONAL Prayer of St. Francis, arr. Holstein Ellen
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Pastoral Care

Let Paul know if you want to bring a sandwich and have lunch | This is an ongoing
opportunity to discuss with Paul any joy or concern in depth, or anything in the news that weighs on
you. Paul is available Monday, Wednesday and Friday from noon to 1 pm each week, or
Saturday if you work during the week, or by appointment. Paul’s email is
revpaulashby@yahoo.com. To call Pastor Paul:

> His cell phone, 970-793-8638.

> His extension at church, 970-242-0298, x104.

» Home landline, 970-200-2668. [Paul is always up until midnight, do not be shy about calling

late when there is need.]



