Welcome to First Congregational Church United Church of Christ
Eighth Sunday After Pentecost
July 19, 2026

**** Some rise to their feet, some rise in their hearts—please rise as you are able.

OPENING BELL

At the sound of the bell please silence yourselves and prepare for worship.

PRELUDE Spirit of God, arr David Paxton Ellen Bradley
ANNOUNCEMENTS Rev. Paul Ashby
MOMENT FOR MISSION Amanda Perez, La Plaza

INVITATION TO WORSHIP Whoever you are...and wherever you are on
life’s journey... you are welcome here!

OPENING REFLECTION
CALL TO WORSHIP Julie Krueger

The world is overflowing with human agendas to fuel greed, power, revenge, conquest and self-
glory.
Yet we dare to pray thy Kingdom come.
Those very words should leave us shaken for we are praying to turn the world upside-down.
The way of the world is about personal gain and ambition. Relatives will pounce on any
college kid who majors in art or music. We shout, “Be practical.”
Yet AI will eliminate many jobs with majors that seemed to guarantee success and prosperity just a
few years ago.
We confess we cannot predict the ever-changing future. Pathways to success may
become dead ends.

****HYMN, Song Folder #2, vs 1,2,4,5 All Are Welcome All

Let us build a house where love can dwell and all can safely live,

a place where saints and children tell how hearts learn to forgive.
Built of hope and dreams and vision, rock of faith and vault of grace;
here the love of Christ shall end divisions:

all are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this place.

Let us build a house where prophets speak, and words are strong and true,
where all God’s children dare to seek to dream God'’s reign anew.

Here the cross shall stand as witness and as symbol of God’s grace;

here as one we claim the faith of Jesus:

all are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this place.

Let us build a house where hands will reach beyond the wood and stone
to heal and strengthen, serve and teach, and live the Word they’ve known.
Here the outcast and the stranger bear the image of God’s face;

let us bring an end to fear and danger:

all are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this place.

Let us build a house where all are named, their songs and visions heard
and loved and treasured, taught and claimed as words within the Word.
Built of tears and cries and laughter, prayers of faith and songs of grace,



let this house proclaim from floor to rafter:
all are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this place.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Respond to each shared prayer request with “Peace, Shalom, Salaam.”

PASTORAL PRAYER AND LORD’S PRAYER
Our Creator, who art in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, your will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts
as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for
yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

SIXTY SECONDS FOR PERSONAL PRAYERS/CONTEMPLATION

INVITATION TO OFFERING Julie
OFFERTORY The Lord’s Prayer, Albert Hay Malotte Mark Long, soloist
**DOXOLOGY (tune: Lasst uns erfreuen) All

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;

Praise God, all creatures here below. Alleluia! Alleluia!
Praise God for all that love has done;

Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One.

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

****PRAYER OF DEDICATION Julie
Holy One, we pray for Thy Kingdom to come as we grow tired of earthly kings and their vain
desires to build big monuments to themselves. Let us seek your way in the humble
awareness that our time on earth is brief. If we can share a gift of kindness, of healing, of
love and encouragement let the Spirit guide us to offer our spiritual gifts in addition to
donations. Amen

**HYMN (see insert) When Jesus Sets the Table All
SCRIPTURE Luke 14:12-24, Galatians 5:22-23 Julie

He said also to the one who had invited him, “When you give a luncheon or a dinner, do not invite your
friends or your brothers and sisters or your relatives or rich neighbors, in case they may invite you in return,
and you would be repaid. But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the
blind. And you will be blessed because they cannot repay you, for you will be repaid at the resurrection of
the righteous.”

One of the dinner guests, on hearing this, said to him, “Blessed is anyone who will eat bread in the kingdom
of God!” Then Jesus|a] said to him, “Someone gave a great dinner and invited many. At the time for the
dinner he sent his slave to say to those who had been invited, ‘Come, for everything is ready now.’ But they
all alike began to make excuses. The first said to him, ‘| have bought a piece of land, and | must go out and
see it; please accept my regrets.” Another said, ‘| have bought five yoke of oxen, and | am going to try them
out; please accept my regrets.” Another said, ‘I have just been married, and therefore | cannot come.” So the
slave returned and reported this to his master. Then the owner of the house became angry and said to his
slave, ‘Go out at once into the streets and lanes of the town and bring in the poor, the crippled, the blind,
and the lame.’ And the slave said, ‘Sir, what you ordered has been done, and there is still room.’ Then the
master said to the slave, ‘Go out into the roads and lanes, and compel people to come in, so that my house
may be filled. For I tell you, none of those who were invited will taste my dinner.””




By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness,
gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against such things.

MESSAGE “Thy Kingdom Come” Paul
**HYMN NCH 575 O for a World All

O for a world where everyone respects each other’s ways,
Where love is lived and all is done with justice and with praise.

O for a world where goods are shared and misery relieved,
Where truth is spoken, children spared, equality achieved.

We welcome one world family and struggle with each choice
That opens us to unity and gives our vision voice.

The poor are rich, the weak are strong, the foolish ones are wise.
Tell all who mourn: outcasts belong, who perishes will rise.

O for a world preparing for God’s glorious reign of peace,
Where time and tears will be no more, and all but love will cease.

***BENEDICTION Paul
**** SUNG BENEDICTION World Peace Prayer All

Lead us from death to life, from falsehood to truth,
From despair to hope, from fear to trust.

Lead us from hate to love, from war to peace,

Let peace fill our hearts, let peace fill our world,
Let peace fill our universe!

GREETING ONE ANOTHER IN THE SPIRIT OF LOVE

RECESSIONAL Trumpet Tune in D major, D.N. Johnson Ellen

Today’s Worship Leaders
preacher Rev. Dr. Paul Ashby
liturgist Julie Krueger
musician Ellen Bradley
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